take their course. So back he went, again passing
by the Tuileries, where was a sovereign crushed
by misfortune, a woman whom he had promised to
defend, for whom he had sworn to die. His elastic
conscience was satisfied with the thought that he
had sent his aide-de-camp, General Schmidt, to the
Tuileries at the moment when he himself left the
Louvre. But General Schmidt reached the palace
only after the departure of the Empress. The cause
of the delay has never been clearly explained.

"So General Trochu sat at the Louvre awaiting
instructions from the new government. At five
o'clock a delegation arrived, begging his immediate
presence at the City Hall. One of the members,
the eccentric Glais Bizion, said to him: 'You alone
enjoy enough authority to curb the turbulent Pa-
risian populace.' Taking off his uniform, General
Trochu put on civilian clothes, and then turning to
General Schmidt, said: 'Good-by. "We may not
meet again. I am going to act Lamartine over
there.' Lamartine! Far from that. General Tro-
chu went to the City Hall not to fight against irre-
sponsible revolution, as did Lamartine in 1848, nor
to remind the deputies of their duty, nor to bring
back to their senses the people who were hypnotized
by idle promises made them by persons who knew
the promises could not be kept. He went to the City
Hall to play a selfish part, to float along with the
popular tide and to aid the insurrection on condi-
tion that he gained power thereby. The fact is that
when he got there, the leaders of the Left were
already masters of the situation and had triumphed
over the revolutionary party, that was eager to
establish a Commune. Therefore, General Trochu
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